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Evn s Leroexs Seien Days at t)p Stlbersteinys, ranslhated by Charles

Eglington, [74pp.
Etienne Leroyy IS8 feader of the
Afrikauny literary Eroup known g,y
the " Sestivery (writers  of the
Sixties). which also ineludes the nove-
lists Jun Rubic and Brevien Breyten-
Biel, Saven Davs at the Silherstoin
aroused piuch COntroversy whep it
fiest appeared jn South Africa: j is
the first of Lerous's novels to be
teanslated into Enolish,

~Ihe Silbersteins of the title are
Jewish family  of considerable
wealth and social importance, who
WD 2 vast wine estate called Wel-
evondens jn the Cupc-f"rm'incc,
A marriage is arranged between thejr
Liughter S5 15me dnd the sgion of
laeal Alikiang family, Henry vap
‘eden, Henry, g young man with
soul as blankly innocen: as Sir
akthad’s. comey to Welsevondeq to
cet his prospective bride, ang in
¢ Course of g4 4 ven-day visit he
dergoes a kind of ritual initiation
0 the mysteries af 200d and evil ;
is also graced with an gwakeninge

o faith. love angd truth.
The novel s a comedy of the con-
tiongl nightmarish topsy -turyy
L which  also makes  heavy
ures in the | direction of allesory
meliaphysics.  The maode 15 3
l=~of Carroll. Kafka, lonesca,

W Allen: 21s

Aldous Huxley ang Other influences,
Typical are the recurring joke uboyg
Henry 'y clothes  (he iﬂv;lri:abl).
dresses in Such @ way as make him.
self the oy Man out at the Silber-
steins’ parties),  znd his  baflled
search for the mysterioys Salome,
He comey. fico o face with her for
the first time only in the Jay scene
of the novel: the joke i that no ape
thinks of introducing him Gy hep.
though he s several times criticized
OF Ot paying her cnough attention.

The fresh and fn[crc\ling parls of
the novel derive  from s South
African selting, and Ay, Lerony s
cood ut caricaturing the Wan of life
enjosed by phe Whites in that
Counier. AP the parties thiowy by
e Silbsein o celebiyie their
~daughters coming L T i
shown u bizagre collection of repre-
seniative  Soyh African Wpesas
farmiers, jmu'nuliit\, intcf.’ccumlx‘.
artists, liberql d0~goodurs_ and the
rich-—and M. I eroux’s SOUrs appre-

ension of them is enjovable. But
too often the enjovment iy blurred
by facetious artificiality of style
Which nmigkes ap African servang “
“blackamuoor " and ¢an deseribe (he
frompines  of Afrikaany Firmery
daughters 4y 4 dance us “ellinlige
(the Fault could, of course, by the
transiator’s), :




